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News of this alliance soon reached Sambhaji. The
latter had in January 1683 bribed six Arab warships' to
attack an East Indiainan, the "President", commanded by
Captain Hyde, But the "President", admirably sailed by
her captain, sank three Arab ships and beat off the others.
When the English complained, Sambhaji stoutly denied all
knowledge of the incident, and learning the plans of Alvor
made peace with the English by granting them trading
privileges in Jinji. In June 1G83, Sambhaji descended the
Ghats with thirty thousand men and laid siege to the
Portuguese fortress at ChauL But both in attack and
defence Sambhaji's engineers were far behind the Portu-
guese. In the cold weather the initiative passed to the
King's enemies; and with twelve hundred Europeans and
twenty-five thousand natives, Alvor ravaged the Maratha
territorios near Goa. Unable to cope with the Portuguese
when covered by the guns of their fortress, Sambhaji,
planned to lure them into the open country, where his
cavalry would be able to act with freedom. To attain this
end he sent agents into Goa. They talked openly of a vast
store of treasure concealed by the Marathas in Phonda
fort, and expressed wonder at the Portuguese not attempt-
ing its capture* The viceroy fell into the snare; and with
eight hundred Europeans and eight thousand Canaiwo
sepoys ho set out to storm Phonda. The garrison defended
itself vigorously, but in ton days the Portuguese siego
train had battered to pieces its stone walls. The assault
fixed two days later would certainly have carried all before
it. At this point Sambhaji appeared to raise the siego.
He had fourteen thousand foot and eight thousand cavalry.
He soon cut Alvor's communications with Goa and the
viceroy's army had either to starve, surrender or retreat.
But to retreat in face of a Maratha army was to court
disaster. His every step was harassed by charges of horse,
while Maratha sharpshooters fired continuously from the
hills at the retiring enemy* Alvor left behind him hie
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